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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "Thus above all: to thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man."

- From Shakespeare's Hamlet

 

 

CAN AUSTRALIA BE DEFENDED? By Eric D. Butler:
 

When it became obvious that the Soviet Empire was starting to disin-
tegrate, the wishful and shallow thinkers proclaimed that the world
could be entering a period of comparative peace and stability. Those
with a deeper understanding of the realities of the world, suggested
that the world could be on the eve of a convulsion dwarfing those of
the past, listing the explosive Middle East situation, where a combi-
nation of factors, a major one being the establishment and subsequent
expansion of the Zionist State of Israel, by naked terror campaigns
now being emulated by radical Arab leaders like Assad of Syria and
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. Australians who believe that what is happen-
ing in the Middle East, or in other parts of the world, does not
directly affect their security, are living in a fool's world. There
was never a greater need for Australia to pay heed to that old maxim
that self help is the best help.
Just as only a strong, independent man can resist threats of subjuga-
tion and deal fairly with his fellows, helping those deserving of
help, so only a strong independent nation can co-operate fairly with
other nations and resist all threats to its independence. No one can
predict with certainty what will be the outcome of the Gulf War, but
it is almost certain that anti-Western feeling will be greater than
ever before. The Gulf War has already exposed a growing weakness in
Australia's potential to defend itself - fragmentation as a result of
the multicultural programme. Spokesmen for migrants from the Middle
East are putting a different point of view concerning the Gulf War
compared with Jewish spokesmen. Typical of many reports is one from
an outer Melbourne area, where the chairman of the Preston-Reservoir
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Migrant Resource Centre says that "Racial slurs against Australiansof
Moslem and Arabic backgrounds must stop". A Mr. Michael Rizzo is
quoted as saying, "It is imperative to fight community ignorance,
apathy and misinformation about these people." Inter-ethnic violence
has even reached into the field of sport. A headline in The Age,
Melbourne, of January 3lst, reads, BILINGUAL CLASS REFLECTS A CHANGING
SOCIETY. Figures released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
reveal that over the past 20 years Australia has dramatically become
more non-Christian. While a growing number has indicated no religious
affiliation, there has been a big increase in the size and diversity
of non-Christian religions.
If Australia is to be defended, the present immigration policy and the
deliberate financing of multi-culturalism must be stopped. No cohe-
sive society can be evolved which is cut from its cultural, political
and constitutional roots. In an Australia Day address which received
relatively little publicity, Sir David Smith, former secretary to a
number of Governors-General, observed that although of Polish Jewish
background, he had no difficulty in serving a nation whose roots were
predominantly British. Sir David's complete address should be com-
pulsory reading at the present time.
Genuine national independence requires economic independence. But
Australia's economic base is being progressively eroded. The recent
announcement by Black and Decker, the well-known power-tools manufac-
turers, that they are closing their manufacturing operation in
Australia is yet one more example of the destruction of Australia's
manufacturing base. It was that base which enabled Australia to equip
itself with many of the means of military defence during the Pacific
War against Japan. Even first class planes were built. Australians
are now being told that the time is coming when they will not be able
to build motor cars. The spurious charge about high costs is used as
the major excuse to force Australia to surrender its economic independence.

Primary producers are victims of the same economic disarmament pro-
gramme. If desperate Australian primary producers are looking to the
present Federal National Party to save them against a growing flood of
overseas food products, they might be well advised to heed the views
of Victorian National Member, Mr. Bruce Lloyd, Federal National Party
deputy leader and Opposition spokesman on Primary Industry. Mr. Lloyd
is quoted in The Australian Rural Times of January 9th-15th as warning
primary producers against organisations like the Australian League of
Rights. Typical of party political League critics, Lloyd falsely
charges the League with "funny money solutions" - "why do farmers
need to pay such high interest rates when you can just print more
money?" Presumably Mr. Lloyd has no alternative to present crushing
interest rates.
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Mr. Lloyd has no time for what he describes as "fortress Australia"
suggestions and reveals himself as a thorough-going internationalist.
All he can suggest is that primary producers must prepare themselves
for the hard times ahead and not become toomilitant - or listen to the
League of Rights. Mr. Lloyd overlooks, or perhaps he doesn't know,
that it was the "fortress Australia" philosophy which played such an
important role in Australia's contribution to the Pacific War against Japan.

The serious plight of the Australian economy, with even worse to come,
provides the type of challenge Australians must face if they are
determined to defend themselves, and to be strong enough to join with
like-minded people in defence of common objectives. "Collective secu-
rity" under the auspices of a United Nations in which the Soviet Union
and Communist China are permanent members of the Security Council, is
a dangerous delusion. . If Britain had used the Great Depression to
stimulate the economy through big increases in defence spending,
the Second World War might have been avoided.

Australia has the physical capacity to embark upon a great expanded
military defence programme, and the restoration of National Service
training, with an enormous economic spin off which would greatly
assist both primary and secondary industries. This in turn would lift
a national morale which is sagging at the present time. Admittedly
such a programme would require a modification of present financial
policies. Those genuinely interested in the defence of Australia as
an independent nation can with profit examine the type of financial
and economic policies used by the Curtin Labor Government during the
Pacific War, including the use of consumer discounts to eliminate
inflation.
AMAZING U.S.-SOVIET "CEASE-FIRE" PROPOSAL: President George Bush's
annual State of the Union address to the American Congress was, under-
standably, warmly applauded by a Congress which, even if a big per-
centage of the Congressmen had originally voted against the war,
wanted to demonstrate that having committed them to war, the American
troops were entitled to know that they were being fully supported. We

believe that“Australian forces are entitled to same type of support
and trust that they will return safely. But the joint statement by
the U.S. and the Soviet has raised many questions about the type of
peace envisaged. Some commentators have correctly described the
joint statement as little short of "amazing", and an apparent shift
in American policy, although President Bush strongly denies this.

 

The statement called for a "meaningful peace process" to deal with the
Palestinian problem once the war was over. "Without a meaningful
peace process - one which promotes a just peace, security and recon-
ciliation for Israel, Arab States and Palestinians - it will not be
possible to deal with the sources of conflict and instability in the

"ON TARGET" February 8th, 1991 Page 3 (15)

 

 

 
 



area", the statement said. As a number of observers have pointed out,
this statement sounds suspiciously like what Saddam Hussein was propo-
sing as a basis for negotiating a withdrawal from Kuwait. Saddam
Hussein“is no fool, and is trying to fight a different war to that of
the Americans and their allies. As we have often stressed, his men-
tality, as demonstrated in the long and bloody conflict with Iran, is
such that he is prepared to sacrifice troops on a scale completely
unacceptable to a European military leader in today's world. Saddam
is looking to the future when, having demonstrated to the Arab world,
that he was able for a period to stand up against Western technologi-
cal might, and stress that he had forced the U.S. to agree to his
original proposal, a settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian issue, he
will emerge as a tremendous Arab hero. If the Western nations do not
then resolve constructively the Palestinian issue, there will be no
genuine peace and stability in the Middle East.

BRIEF COMMENTS: A number of American commentators have observed that
the Gulf War has, for the time being, helped to save George Bush from
being swamped by a rising tide of American opinion revolting against
the worst depression since the Great Depression. Massive war spending
will help to stimulate the badly depressed economy, but under present
financial policies, this means increased inflation: Social friction
in the U.S.A. is mounting. Multiculturalism has drained an enormous
amount of creative vitality out of the U.S.A., with a number of its
deeper thinkers claiming that the U.S.A. is anationin serious decline.
Republican U.S.A. is not amodel which Australia should follow if it wishes
to continue growing from its original British and Christian roots.

* * * * * *
The Land Rights issue is back on the political agenda. Writing in The
Age of January 26th, Professor Harry Reynolds, of James Cook Univer-
sity, Townsville, comments, "The idea of a separate Aboriginal nation
in Northern Australia may be inconceivable now, but what happens won't
just depend on what we think and do in this country. In 100 years
time it may be in the interests of a regional power to actively sup-
port an Aboriginal homeland. Who knows?" Exactly, and this type of
development might take much less than 100 years. All discussion about
some type of treaty with the Aborigines should be laid to rest as
quickly as possible.

 

BASIC FUND CRISIS: We must be brutally frank. In spite of a recent
increase in contributions to the 1990-91 Basic Fund, with a target of
$73,000 because of special circumstances, there will have to be a sub-
stantial increase in contributions if the "target" is to be reached by
the end of April at the very latest. The national crisis is producing
the biggest crisis in the League's history, and how the League comes
through this crisis will provide a clear indication of how the nation
is to fare in the perilous days ahead. All contributions to Box
1052J, G.P.O., Melbourne.
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